
Trinity 3 

My dear Friends,  

Some of you with long memories may recall some 20 odd years ago when I was Vicar of Glan 

Ely, I also served as Diocesan Communications Officer. As well as dealing with the Press, 

Radio and TV enquiries I was also involved in sharing some training for our parishes in the 

Ministry of Welcome. I enjoyed going around meeting many sidespersons and Wardens and 

supporting them in this vital task which is still essential to the survival and success of our 

churches in proclaiming the Gospel.  

I heard many telling anecdotes. One true story came from a curate who was based in a vast 

Victorian church with a potential seating capacity of 500 but sadly with a regular 

congregation of rarely more than 25. One Sunday morning a 'new' family arrived. Not sure of 

where to go, front or back, they decided to sit in the middle of the nave. No one spoke to 

them until just before the service began when a long established couple arrived, walked 

down the near empty church, tapped the newcomers on the shoulder and said "Excuse us , 

you are sitting in our seats. " I am sure that could never happen now....... 

We are all called upon to offer welcome. It is not our Church that we welcome people to but 

God's. In our Gospel this week Jesus says "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and 

whoever welcomes me welcome the one who sent me." (Matthew Ch 10, v40). Our Lord was 

addressing his disciples as he sent them out to do the difficult work of sharing the good 

news. He warned them there would be challenges and hard decisions to make. Putting 

Christ's work first would sometimes mean choices that would bring them into conflict with 

family and friends. He tried to make them realise they would have to make sacrifices. It is 

never easy to be a Christian but it is often easier when we can support each other within the 

community of our churches and parishes. 

In recent months we have had to adapt to the strange circumstances of lockdown.  

Some of us are now preparing to reopen our Church buildings, others are waiting for a while 

with good reasons to pause. I never thought we would be offering the 'welcome ' we are 

giving now for private, quiet, individual prayer only. However it does give us and anyone 

who wants to come time to reflect and meditate in the peace and tranquility of our sacred 

spaces on what has occurred and what God is now calling us to do in the future.  

Please continue to pray wherever you are at home, at work or leisure or in our Churches.  

Best wishes and prayers as ever, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk, 
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


